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German Funding Agencies and their division of tasks
Funding research(ers) 
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DFG – German Research Foundation
….in short…

Link: 
DFG Facts & Figures 
2020

Who we are:

 Central public funding organization for basic 
research in Germany

 A self-governing body of science and research 

 A Member organization (universities, academies, 

research organizations) ≠ ministry, state institution

Funding 2020: 

approx. € 3.3 billion in direct research funding,  
going to 31,100 new or ongoing projects

provided primarily by the federal government and the 16 German Länder
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https://www.dfg.de/ru/zentralablage_ru/pdf/Flyer/flyer_zahlen_fakten_en_2020.pdf
https://www.dfg.de/ru/zentralablage_ru/pdf/Flyer/flyer_zahlen_fakten_en_2020.pdf


DFG – German Research Foundation
Funding  and Funding Principles

►Open, bottom-up choice of research topics

►Basic research in any field of science and the 
humanities

►No age restrictions

► Individual career phases and family-related career 
breaks are considered in the review process

► no regional priorities

►No deadlines, (almost) no calls*

►No fixed budget for international cooperation 

* excl. Priority Programmes, international calls etc.
• everything in competition

• everything in peer review

Humanities

Life 
Science/
Medicine

Engineering

Natural 
Science
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DFG – German Research Foundation
Structure and Organization



DFG – German Research Foundation
Structure and Organization
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The German Research Foundation (DFG)
Structure and Organization

International Affairs

Regional Teams (Bonn)
• Europe
• North America
• Latin America
• Asia/Pacific
• Africa/Middle East
• Research 

Marketing

DFG Offices Abroad

Scientific Affairs

Programme  
Directors
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The German Research Foundation (DFG)

Eligibility for DFG Funding

Researchers 

 who have completed their scientific training 
(doctorate)

 from all disciplines 

 of any age

 Working (!) in German research institutions

Who can apply?
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The German Research Foundation (DFG)
Funding Opportunities

students doctoral
researchers professorship

Emmy Noether-
Programme

Heisenberg-
Programme

Walter Benjamin-
Programme

for
individuals/

investigators

for
projects/
themes

early
postdocs

advanced
postdocs

appoint-
able

Student 
Assistant PhD Positionfor open 

positions
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Individual Research Grant 
incl. Temporary Position for Principle Investigators

Postdoc Position
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No calls…

Waiting for calls
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Waiting for calls

Start at your own
pace
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Funding of International Cooperation

► All DFG funding programs generally allow the integration
of international components

►Calls: are important, but not always necessary

►DFG holds agreements for Standing Open Procedures with
many funding organizations worldwide

DFG support for projects with international partners is 
generally based on the principle of mutual responsibility. 

Researchers working in Germany apply to the DFG, while 
their partners abroad apply for funding at their respective 
partner organizations.

DFG Funding in an 
International Context

DFG Funding Portfolio
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https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/international_cooperation/funding/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/index.html


(Selected) DFG funding lines

Initiation of
International Collaboration

Scientific Networks

Individual Research Grant

German PI(s) 
and 
international 
partner(s)

Position in 
Germany –
early career
opportunities
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Funding of International Cooperation

Initiation of International Collaboration

 Mobility funding to get to know each other

 establish mutual trust and understanding

 and to prepare a joint project proposal

Modules

 Workshops in Germany or abroad

 Short individual visits in Germany or abroad

 Visits up to three months in Germany or abroad

Initiation of International Collaboration
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Funding is available for a maximum
of 1 year

Application by the German partner
university

dfg.de/international_collaboration
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http://www.dfg.de/international_collaboration
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Scientific Networks

Purpose

To promote multi-year scientific exchange and 
cooperation on a topic area across locations

Duration

Up to three years

Bilateral cooperation 

The network can consist of 10-20 
researchers from Germany and abroad; 
including researchers from several institutions
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Funding can include

 Maintenance costs for work meetings

 Mobility: Travel costs for network 
members or thematically relevant guests

 Publication costs, suppert for 
coordinations

www.dfg.de/scientific_networks

 Mid-term network of
researchers

 Impetus for the
further development
of research methods

Funding of International Cooperation
Scientific Networks

http://www.dfg.de/scientific_networks


Funding of International Cooperation

Individual Research Grant

Purpose
To carry out a thematically defined 
research project 
within a specific time frame

Duration
Project-specific (usually three years)

Bilateral cooperation is possible

Details can depend on the region and
partner organization

Individual Research Grant / Sachbeihilfe

 For mid-term joint research
projects, one partner at each
side

 Both partners apply for
funding at their respective
national funding agency
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Funding can include

 Staff: PhD-students, post-docs; 
non-permanent staff

 funding for direct project costs 

 Mobility: Travel allowances

 Consumables, scientific 
instrumentation

 other items such as 
publications, trial-related 
expenses, PR activities
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www.dfg.de/research_grants

http://www.dfg.de/research_grants


Purpose

qualification of doctoral researchers 
within the framework of a focused 
research programme and a structured 
training strategy –interdisciplinary 
approaches welcome!

Duration

up to 9 years

Requirements

High scientific quality and originality of the 
research project at an international leve

18

Funding of International Cooperation
(International) Research Training Groups, IRTG

Funding

 Posts for doctoral 
researchers and postdocs.

 Grants for doctoral 
researchers

 Funds for visiting 
researchers, research 
students, travel, 
workshops, small 
equipment, 
consumables, 
coordination, etc

http://www.dfg.de/gk/en



DFG Funding
Early Career: Werner Heisenberg, Walter Benjamin, Emmy Noether

www.dfg.de/walter_benjamin.de/en

DFG | Dorothea Fendel | 2023

www.dfg.de/heisenberg/en www.dfg.de/emmy_noether/en

 Fellowships/positions for early career researchers
 Providing stable ground for postdoc projects, leaderships positions and 

mobility
 Qualification for permanent positions

http://www.dfg.de/walter_benjamin.de/en
http://www.dfg.de/heisenberg/en
http://www.dfg.de/emmy_noether/en


DFG und UKRI

02/2021 | DF



DFG and UK
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• Annual AHRC-DFG-Call (bilateral 
projects in Arts and Humanities)

• Currently working on MoUs with UKRI 
and the Research Councils

• But:

Please get in touch! 
(with or without an announcement by the
funding agencies!) 



GERiT

GEPRIS 

Research in Germany

How to find a research partner in Germany
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Databases

How to 
find a 
research
partner in 
Germany?



How to find a research partner
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GERiT (formerly Research Explorer)

Information portal on German research institutions: 
www.gerit.org/en 

► Aimed at students and researchers in Germany and
abroad

► Searchable by geographic location, subject and other
structural criteria
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How to find a research partner
GERIT

https://gerit.org/en/

https://gerit.org/en/


How to find a research partner
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GEPRIS

Online database on DFG-funded 
projects: www.gepris.dfg.de www.gepris.dfg.de/en/

http://www.gepris.dfg.de/
http://www.gepris.dfg.de/en/


How to find a research partner
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GEPRIS

►DFG funded projects – past and present

►Project summary

► Info on PI: Institution, former DFG projects



How to find a research partner
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Research in Germany

Information on Germany, funding opportunities for research
and the German research landscape

Information by field:
http://www.research-in-germany.org/en/infoservice/publications.html

Research-in-germany.org/

http://www.research-in-germany.org/en/infoservice/publications.html


Thank you for your attention!

…and your questions…

…and your suggestions!

Dorothea Fendel
DFG International Affairs
dorothea.fendel@dfg.de
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